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and the adoption of a secular organization and content in.
education. This transfer of control came to pass readily
enough in Massachusetts and other parts of New England,
where the congregation and the community were originally
one and the governing authorities for both were composed
of much the same persons. Hence the transition to
secularization seems to have been well under way in this
part of the country by the time of the American Revolu-
tion. Then, as our State and Federal governments were
gradually evolved and the consciousness of civil control
awakened, the other commonwealths naturally came to
adopt the conception of schools as institutions belonging
to and serving the State. This new attitude, we found,
was developing to some extent throughout the period of
transition, but it required the fertilization of the revival
period to bring the secularized schools into bloom in every
section of America.
Disappearance of pauper education and of private school
participation in public funds. — But a universal and
secular conception of education required that the schools
be free and open to all alike. Toward the complete public
support of education, which this would imply, the various
states made considerable progress during the awakening,
although the battle for free schools was not entirely won by
the close of the period. We have seen (pp. 255 f.) that a
number of commonwealths provided in their first constitu-
tion that the legislature should establish universal educa-
tion as soon as possible or should at least educate the poor
gratis, but, outside of the cities, not much was accomplished
at this time toward the creation of complete systems of
public education. It remained for the revival to extend
the principle of maintaining education to all sections and
commonwealths. Such a step involved something more

